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CHAPTER VII.
THE MARBLE FAUtf.
IT was before leaving Leamington, I think, that Hawthorne accompanied his friend Henry Bright to Rugby, where the latter had been at school when a boy, and was introduced to Dr. Temple, the head master, since made Bishop of Exeter. Bright then took him over to Bilton Hall, across the fields, where Addison had lived; and he was much interested in some of the pictures there.
He met Bright again on coming to London, and (says the latter) " we spent several hours wandering about and chatting. I told him I had heard that his Miriam (it was Arthur Penrhyn Stanley's idea) was Mdlle. de Luzzy, the governess of the Due de Praslyn. He was much amused. ' Well, I dare say she was/ he said. ' I knew I had some dim recollection of some crime, but I did n't know what/ He added, ' As regards the last chapter of " Transformation " in the second edition, don't read it; it's good for nothing. The story isn't meant to be explained; it's cloudland.* We went together to the National Gallery, and looked for a faun among the Bacchanalian pictures; but no volumes by Messrs. Smith and Elder at the end of that month, under the title of "Transformation.''ect you seem to have an advantage possessed by none of your inventive compatriots whom I can recall, except Washington Irving; Seven Gables;" for at one time I took a keen interest in cognate subjects, and must have goned by the fireside, and at most have ventured out but an hour or two in the day. It has been inconceivablyore secluded. Here
